The Tombs of the Kings


Walking through the tombs of kings, nothing shows that we are in a cemetery. The landscape is rocky with little natural vegetation. There is a strange silence. The only thing that can be heard is some vague talk of tourists wandering in the area and without expecting it, they suddenly find themselves on the carved tombs. 

We are now descending the stairs carved in the rock leading to the underground terraces. These terraces are open basement areas where Doric columns adorn the corridors around and all around them we can see the carved burial chambers where the dead used to be buried. The terraces of the tombs are so impressive that they can easily be perceived as royal tombs although Kings have never been buried here. These are likely the funerary monuments of some officials of the Ptolemaic period.

 Large influxes of tourists visit these areas and do not stop taking photos. The cemetery is a whole archaeological park. Luxury hotels and residential units have been built around them, that seem to stop their expansionist mood in front of their obligation to respect the laws regarding archaeological sites ..
