Mary Ellen Stiùbhairt

Mary Ellen Stewart is the administrator of the summer school. She describes the tasks that need to be done leading up to and during the week.

Tha mi ag obair aig Ceòlas. Tha mi trang san oifis aca ag ullachadh airson seachdain Cheòlais fhèin. Tha sinn a’ deisealachadh airson an luchd-teagaisg a’ tighinn a-nall, a’ cur air dòigh modhan siubhail dhaibh, em, plèanaichean is bàta-aiseig is a h-uile sian, dèanamh cinnteach gu bheil àite-fuirich aca, cuideachd a’ dèanamh cinnteach gu bheil, em, am brochure againn deiseil agus an làrach-lìn airson gum faigh na h-oileanaich fiosrachadh sna dòighean sin, an uair sin a’ freagairt ceist sam bith a th’ aca.

Well, thòisich mise aig Ceòlas aig toiseach na bliadhna, agus tha mi air a bhith an sàs ann airson sia mìosan co-dhiù. A’ ruith suas gu Ceòlas tha sinn gu math trang.

Tha mi ag obair còig latha san t-seachdain bho naoi sa mhadainn gu còig feasgar.

‘S àbhaist na h-oileanaich agus an luchd-teagaisg tighinn Latha na Sàbaid, ‘s tha iad – na h-oileanaich – a’ clàradh an uair sin, ‘s bidh na, a h-uile sian againn deiseil dhaibh airson a thogail – fiosrachadh sam bith mun àite ‘s mu na clasaichean aca. Agus an uair sin tha seirbheis eaglais againn air an oidhche, agus cèilidh fàilteachais dhaibh uileadh, a’ tachairt ann an talla shuas an rathad. Agus tha na clasaichean a’ tòiseachadh Diluain’s iad a’ ruith troimhe gu feasgar Dihaoine. Agus gach oidhche tha tachartasan, cèilidhean ‘s sin a’ dol fad na seachdain.
Air an latha mu dheireadh, em, bidh na clasaichean a’ crìochnachadh mu thrì uairean feasgar. Agus an uair sin tha, em, na h-oileanaich a’ sealltainn dha chèile – tha rud air a bhith aca ris an canar “crossover class”, far a bheil iad air a bhith ag obair còmhladh, em, a’ sealltainn an ceangal eadar an dannsa, ‘s an ceòl, ‘s an cànan, ‘s a h-uile sian mar sin. Agus air Dihaoine tha iad a’ cur sineach uileadh còmhladh airson sealltainn dha chèile na tha iad air ionnsachadh. ‘S an uair sin air an oidhche tha an cèilidh mòr againn, agus an uair sin dannsa as dèidh sin.
Disathairne tha a h-uile sian – tha a h-uile duine a’ siubhal air ais dhachaidh.

Well, o chionn trì bliadhna air ais chaidh sgioba bho Ceòlas a-null gu Celtic Colours ann an Ceap Breatainn, agus bha iad airson ionnsachadh bhuapa thall ann an shineach – tha iad a’ ruith sgoil chiùil a tha ann an dòigh glè choltach ri Ceòlas fhèin. So, ach gu mi-fhortanach cha robh mi an sàs ann an Ceòlas cho tràth sin. Thòisich mi nam tutor ann an sheo o chionn dà bhliadhna air ais.

English Translation

I work for Ceòlas. I’m busy in their office preparing for Ceòlas week itself. We prepare for the teachers coming over, organise transport for them, planes and ferry and everything, make sure they have accommodation, also make sure that our brochure is ready and the website so that students get information by those means, and then answer any questions they have.

Well, I started at Ceòlas at the start of the year, and I’ve been involved in it for at least six months. Running up to Ceòlas we’re very busy.

I work five days a week from nine in the morning till five in the evening.

The students and teachers usually come on Sunday, and they – the students – register then, and we have everything ready for them to collect – any information about the place and about their classes. And then we have a church service at night, and a welcome cèilidh for them all, happening in a hall up the road. And the classes start on Monday and they run through till Friday afternoon. And every night there are events, cèilidhs and that running all week.

On the last day the classes finish at about 3pm. And then the students show each other – they’ve had a thing which is called “crossover class”, where they have been working together, showing the link between the dance, and the music, and the language, and everything like that. And on Friday they put all that together to show each other what they’ve learned. And then at night we have the big cèilidh, and then a dance after that.

On Saturday everything – everyone travels back home.

Well, three years ago a team from Ceòlas went over to Celtic Colours in Cape Breton, and they wanted to learn from them over there – they run a music school that is in a way very similar to Ceòlas itself. So, but unfortunately I wasn’t involved in Ceòlas that early. I started as a tutor here two years ago.

